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Executive Summary

1. Introductidn'

This report is concerned with tho members of the High School, Class 't

pf 1972, especially for the period between their graduation from high

school in the early summer of 1972 and 'the time of the First Followup

Survey which was conduct#d approximately 18 months after graduation.

During this period the U. S. population was increasing, although at

a decreasing rate compared to wlier years,wwith the increases reflected

in rural declines and in the growth of small-to-medium cities. Age at

first marriage was increasing for women, but declining slightly'for men.

The birthrate was continuing a.steady decline in 1972-73, but the rate

of illegitimate births was high, representing 12% of all registered

births in 1972,

The divorce rate was at an all-time high, suggesting that the Class

of 1972 contained greater proportions of persons from sing1e-pare4

)homes than at any earlier time in thi nation's-history.

The time period of this study.represented a period of uncertain

economic recovery from a mild recession and was almost instantly followed

.by a more severe one. Inflation waS regarded as serious and,.between

the time when most of the Class entered high school and the eimeof this

study, the Consumer Price Index increased 42%. During the 5-year period

preceding the stddy the average weekly earnings of workers actually

'declined (in constant dollars) owing to reductions in wage rates'and ,

3
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- work hours. The labor f6rce participation r tes of young workers wai

on the .increase lnd fwhitfor es, aemaes.
.

the same time, thepartic-1"
4. ,

ipation rates of young penple who were enro led in school were also

i

incieaging, attaiving.a rate of 45% in 1973. Of those who were not
. ,,

%

enrolled in school, 90%,were in the 14bor f rce.

---P
In contrast .to-eArlier,cohores, relati ely large numbers of whites

,

from thi Class of.1972 did not go on to.col ege. The increasing enroll-
. s. : e

ment trends of blacki continued, bringing tie proportion of blacks
i

O o ,

enrolled in co/lege uR to a par'with that f'r whites. Owing,to increases
, 4

in population size, .0e:declintng enrollmen rate did not result,in

appreciable declifies.4tn'the actual numbers f students enrolled in

:-t.

colleges, and for 06se who did mot go to c llege, nearly 113 could b,e

found in-special'échoolg, generally vocatio al or technical in nature.
.

Thii study 'alay:4 Considered an effort tO determine what has happened

to the Class of. 1972.4incegraduation,espe ially as regards eheir educ- 1

.

ational and ecogaido..activities. The devel pment is presented in three

1

parts: first, a ,diNacription of post-hijh s hool activities and character-
%.

\ istits; second a, aerie,s o( f analyses relating earlier characteristics to

1.ater educational.and yocational characteris ics; and th d, a series of*

,

. analyses relatitigil.ier plans and aspiratl ns to post-high school
A r

A outcomes.
.`

2; A Samary of Pott.,Hi
". ,

Atpthe time
'
of

.7eke First Followup Survey,165% of the Class of 1972 was

employed'Od.8% werkoilt'of work. e employlifent of hl,acks (584was
. -.

,, .,..:4, $7
. -

....., .
,..

, 4.1awtr-than th4 of:011-tes,(66%). Graduates of the.vocational high
. .

. 14 .:.' I 1.

. . .

. \. it i,

' , ... \ :
. .

el .t 1'
4, .;. .

'*''
°
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school curriculum weit employed at higher rates than otherS.'(77%, compared

to 68% for general curriculum grachlates and 56% for academic graduates),

Torty-two percentlof the Class was taking academic courses in a

college or university. Whites (43%) were more likely than blacks (35)

to be taking agademic cours'el work, but blaCks (16%) Were more likely' .

than -whites (14%) to be taking vocational or technical postsecondary ,

f
;,

.

courses. Graduates of the high school vocational curriculum were least
,

, likely to be taking academic courSes (13% for locatiOnal:gradua'te, 27%
- . .

#1.
., -

,

for general!graduates, 68% fdr academic graduates): In gederl, females
...

. Arended to take courses of shorter duration than did males% ...
,

. - .

.
A ,,`-e A '

, Twenty:nine percent of the Class falales indicated thN were hqW
- . . . .. $.

makers: This activity,was most, prevalent among Clasvmembers fro:6:low

socioeconomic backgrounds And those of low 4ademic ability, Homemaking
,

.

Varied dramatically according to high school curriculum: only 157 of
.

.-...

the female academic graduates were hqmemakers, compared t9 36K:of the'

'. r
general graduates and 40%'of_the vocational graduates..:Neply three--

- r ,

quarttrs (74%) of the homemakers reported themselves to be married er' .-
_ .

.
,

, ... , ,
. ,

formerly married. Marriage was less frequent among .blackitItan whies,
,

,

t ) .,

but the presence of childred 'among married'hXicks was more Prequegt':-
*.

. than among married whites. 1 , t ,

e, 4

Earnings during the study period weie similar-for blacks and'
- . ..

a.

d

_whites, but much greater for males than,females. The'4ncom4S of

graduates of the vocational high kchool curriculum (iedian income was
4"

$3,920) tended to be greater than th6st of general or acAenlic graduates

5
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(medianS Of $30120 and $1,940, respectively), hut these results must

- be tempered by the fact that'academic graduate ! tended not to be in the

laUor force. The slight income advantafe held'by vocational draduates
/

was confined to low-range inco9es ,(under $6,000) and the advantage dis-,

appeared for higher incomes./ Since female Class members tended to mady

mesolder than themselves, and since mait- e\Slass members tended'to maKrY.
. ,

-

younger women., the family.incomes of married female Class members (median

.

of $7.,470) tended to be appreciably greaser than those of married Male

$

Class memberst.($4,660). In either case, women contrtbuted approxillately..
. .

27% of the family's'income, exCept for black females who contributded 36%.
. .

,

EducatiOnal Detail i

i

.7, ,

. .. , .
.

.

, Sixty-foar percent of the Class had,dxperienced some form of tract-
., .

. .

.,. .

it4onal educationk activity prior to,October 1973. For Chose who did
(1 4

,

*SO

. .

1 'not pursue a formal postsecondary activity, the most frequent y pited '
_

c reason was.a desird to earn m9ney; vocational graduates were more likely

than others to erpr,ess this opinion. While mapy Class membersentered ,
,

... , .

some form of postseconditsy formal education immediately aftei*high school,
.

1

,. :

others did not, but were enrolled by OCtober 1973. The e "stopouts"
. 3 ,.

were compared withldropouts" (those who were not enrolled either in
,-.

October 1972 or October 1973). Stopouts were less likely than,dropouts
. .

ca e at t ey d no plans for education Pat high school; and

dropaits were more likely to indicate a desire to marry inotead of

cbfitihuitg their educa4ons. Among blacks, dropouts were much more likely
f

A..
II

t
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than stopouts to indicate that an attractive 01) offer was a reason for

not'continuing their education. Vocatibnal graduatek (40%) were mud'

less likely tban otheTs

of postseconday formal

to indicate they had participated in any form
.

.
educatiton (gederal graduates, 52%; academic

,r

graduates,. 86%). .

.4

.
.

% .
, .. .1

1 r ..%. .

Fifty-four percent:of the eespondents ihdicated taking some form Of
. . ,/ .-4 :

.

4
formal postsecondary activity in October 1972. The rate for.whites

(56%) was 11% higher than Oat..tot blacks. Vocational geaduates were

keast likely to be enrolled in 4-

the rate for geneial gradu
$

s .

graduates.four times' large. Two-thirds of the vocational graduates whb

A
I ..

. t

participated in f mal postsecondary education programs were evenly

, .

, .t. .

jdnior ox community colleges and vocational-technical

ear colleges and Vniversities (ln); -

,

es was twice as large and that for academic,

°divided betwe
4 ,

fristitutio
.

Econoin Detail

.
. .

i
. t ,

uite.a varietY orjob-seeking methogla were usid by Class menibers in
.

'.
.

"an'attempt tb findlemplowent. On average, somewhat more-than 2.. ,'
.

ethcdi were used by eath respondent. The most frt4uentiy'used methods
. "

'were direct appf,igation to-ail employer ..(used%by 0%,of jobseqkers, 78%

es use
.

- the method, 81% of whom were puttessful).: Biacks were likelY to employ a

veater numf.eroo.c...m.l.t.bcria than whitet, but were leaa successful with all
f.

c

ed. that'amployabilitl w4s constrained for all
. .

mtods. The data eugg

- "

4.
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but high academic ability blacks.

t

'

About one Clais member ih five (18%).ipent more'than'four weeks az :

A.
layoff or leeking employment during the ygar fo Tr ng Octgber'owl

,

The flgure fOr blacks.(29%) was nearly Iwice that' for whites (16%).

,

r
On-the average, vocational graduates worked a greater n umbey of

..
, . . .

. ,

we eks during *the period-October 197270ctober 19,3 than did graduateS.".
,

I-(

. ,...

of other curricula, blacks-worked fewer weeks than,Whi es, arid .fema1e.4
,

'fewer weeks' than pales.

\

Twenty-ninelperdent of the'Class^indicated they ha'd received some

form of.,,job-specific-trainirig during high school: Thts figure was 377,.

fox temdies, (20% for males) and 3.5% for breaks. Vodational graduates
or.

. . .

expresse4 much higher ratesnp-51% for5pales and 742% 'fortemales. Females,
.

,

. blacks, high Aility and high soodoeconomic Status respondents were more
. -

. 4

e t f f.

A ' apt than others to have had an,opportuniey to apply these skilil op the
, . 4

-r

job. Vocational grsduates, however, hadJower rates.ot application,
,

'relative to rates at which they received job-specific train ing, than did

Igraduates of other cureicula.

Employed respondents, on the average,. Were very mildly positive about.

theii jobs. Blacks were alightly.less s'atisfied with their jobs thin were

whites; hOwever, when job satisfaction data were controlled for ability,

SES, aid other variables, the situation reversed to indicate a slightly

greaiet satisfaction level among blacks than among whites.

\!3etween October 1972 and October 1973, ti;e proportion of the Class

which was employed increased 77.. Employment gains were greater.in.the-

So

=,
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high ability/high SES sectors of the population, possibly reflecting the

Completion of schooling and subsequent en69 into the labor market.. Of

t ,

those who were unemployed in Octoher 1972 or.,in October 1973, only 20%

'indicated that they actively loeked for work du ing those periods; the
-

rate for blacks, however, was twice as.high as for hiCes (38% to 17%).

Estimated labor"force peiticipation'rates increased by 5% overall, over.
r

the year, but increased more for high ability respondents (11%), high'

SES respondents (11%),-ana, female academic graduates (127.). The eitlmated

unemployment rate of the Class dTopped 3% over the year (6% for blacks

and females from the academic.and vocational curricula).

Thgjobs held by 4mp1oyed Class mei hers tended' to fall into only 7

categories; salesman (9%), clerical (307.), craftsman (14%), operator

(13%), labor (9%), and iervice (15%) occupations. Both sexes participated

ih each of these occupational clusters with the exception of craftsman

'and labor which. were .confined to males. Blacks.were present).n most

. categories,.bue were less fregimntly fdund in .sale4man positidns.

Sixty-two percent of those October 1972 weie working,

more than 31 hours plp week; in October 1973 the figure had risen to

70%. Aedian weekly earnings in October 1973 were $91 overall, $111 for

males, $76 for females. There was no anpreciable racial wage rate

differential. 1973 wage rates were abont 23% higher than.those of 1972

(29% for males, 19% for females). These increases overcame the inflation
A

"rate whiCh then preNailed, but the annual earnings of the typqal Class

e

et.
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member (under $3,000) provided little economic security.

3. Relations of Activity States to Earlier Variables
a

knumber of activity states were'defined to represent the activities

of the Class during the period of the study. Of these, five predominawd

by incorporating most.of the Class. These five were: ka) 4-year college\
or .university, enrollment; (b) 2-year college enrollment; (c) vocational-,

'technical school enrollment; (d) working; and (e) not working (including

homemaking). tR'blefinition of these activity states Involved a sequential
bo-ok

classification'system in order to establish mutually exclusive-groupings;

thus, a person enro1.110 in a 4-year college would he,classffied under

that heading even if working full time. A respori-dent would be classified -

%

as "not working" only if lie belonged to no earlier-mentioned state, e.g.,

enrolled in some kind of school or working.'

The use,of the sequential activities grouping procedui.e alloyed a

clear differentiation among groups on two bases. first, a large number

of variables gathered during'the 1972 Rase Year Survey had means which

d ered significantly by primary actiVity state. Second, a series of'

multip group,:multiple discriminant functions-success-fully discriminated

the group on the basis of variables gathered duning the 1972 Base Year

Survey. Although separate analyses were conducted by race, by sex, and

by high scho 1 curritnlui, the results to be highly similar across

all analyses. e first two discriminatt.functions"always acgounted for

- ,

practically all variation among groups; The first,distfiminant function

4.

4
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tended to separate groups by aceivity state. This function generally "4

consisted of ability, achievement 4ariables, and homeivironment

variables (such as parental expectations for the offspiing's'spcational

future). The dominant varia6lts all had the same sign, implying that

they acted in concert to differentiate adjacent activity states. For."

,example, high acaamic ability,,high secondery school gtades, ind hig.h

parental educational expectations tended to characterize those in 4-year

co1le0s. ,..;Slightly lower values of these vafiables tended to...characterize

those enrolled in 2-year schools. Successively smaaler values of these

vakiables tended to characterize, successive*, vocational-technical ,

N ,

schoof enronees, workers, and nonworkers..

The seCond discriminant functiow always served tO discriminate the
.

particul sample subgroups ondemographic bases--blacks frori whites,

males from,females, vocational from generll and academic graduates.' 4.

'....---.

*like the nature of the function val-ied according to the particula\r
$

sample subgroups involved in the analysl,s, the second function typically

was characterized by a balancing of competing forces. For example,

high mat ematical ability and projected'educational level, compared to

grades and projeCied occupational level Were more Characteristic of

'males, while lower mathematical ability and projected educational level

compared to grades and projected occupAionaI level were more character-
.

istic oefemales. Interpretation of thee4 analys'es suggests that a.

primary determiner of whether one engages in postsecondary education, or

works, or does neither depends upon the amount of academic ability and

1 1

A
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. t #
-tbe,degre0 of. echpational orientation possessed by the respondent;

those Who are high.in these qaalities tend io pursueOb.ktsecondary

*- educations, lower ones work, and still c3Wer ones do neither-

.'The decision to enroll in postsecondary education was furtheTexeliired
.

in two analyses which attempted to predict enroltmencAtatus, farst

employed a number of base year variables to predact enrol,meqt stak7%

'

..
. . - ,

Results ihdicated that enrollment was posLt-ivety assopiated with athrt,

. 2 ' .): -1.

Of.cognitive variables (mostly.measuring academic ability), the rcspondt'sa .AP '

.

_ _.. .

1evol.oCeducation1l aspirations and Olans, participatiA=in the.dc.idetnic

high school curriculum, ,the leVe1 of -r camily eduational eApectations for
At,

v , ,

.
.

;
' -

r
. .1

.-

theresoondent,cthe family educational level; ancl numbet Cf. years 0 the) _.

community. An excution was found for respondents:who were enrolled

A
in vocational or technical sthools; these tendd to be lower oh,61ily

6
0

aspirations, compared co aCademic ability'and family backgrouna v4riables, /

than were nonstudents. Low level of family as irations for therespondenes

A '

4bntinued education, relptiye to the regpondent's self-assessed ability

to complete college,'the family education lebelHand the respondent's' .- iv
) . -

projected educationalilevel'appeared to be a distipctive factor separating. ,
..

vocatIonal-teChnial school enrollees from+those not ertrolled. Race,. pqr..se,

was not found to be

e

r.

The.second analysis associated with the prediction of enlment

'.

status employed Sn econometric model which fiest was u'ied simultaneously ,,,,
,--.

. 4

to fit two basic equatiots, one of which related
-
to demand,for education

.

while the other.related to laborsforce participation. The strongest

. I

,

41
s.

. )0 .t,. #
. ,.

1

4 8
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'

. predictor diVeloOd by this analysis related 0...financial need, and

, -

reflected a tendency for those with large financial needs not to be

.

entolled'in-poetsecoaary educabión. The second strongest variable,
. :. . , -

. ..
. 1.

..

the desfia for postsecondary educa4on, positively.reTated to enroll-

ment. For whites, but not for blackS, earlier participation in the

high school academic curiiculum Vas associated with postsecondary school
f

enrollmenl. Family sobioeconomic status. variables did not relate to

enrollment, perhaOs owing to tlij mbre direct effects of financial need

an# educational deSire. Family income was found to lie a factor relating

to whether.a respondent would 1.3e enrolled both in October 1972 and Oetober

1973; larger family incomes were adsociated with continuance of education,

eaRecially for blacks. The concern for finances, as relqed to ppst-

secondary school attendance, employment, and,othr areas, was thematic
:;

for blacks, at least when compete& tb whites% The model was then reduced

by removing the-requirement for simultaneous fitting'of the employment-.

_oriented equation. The redued model was.then refitted using.Ehe same

vAriables, with results suggesting that participation in the academic

'curriculum, academic ability, and family soc,ioeconomic status do relate

to enrollment, and.to.continuance_of enrollment aa well.

' Employment status was also examined using regression procedures
lk

and the econometric model. The former sUggested that race, sex. and
- ,

ability were relatedto employment. Those employed tended tb be yhite,

. male, and of higher ability and lower levels of personal and family

educational aspirations. The full econometric model reiterated the

basic school-vs.-work decision by suggesting that those, who were not

13'

/
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,

enrolIed'in school, and those having high financial needs tended to be

workers. The reduced econometric model (removing the requirement for a

simultaneous fit with the educational enrollment equation) indicited that'

graduates of the academic high school curriculum were less likely than

others to be employed. A third analysis was derived as a component of

a path analysis. The results suggested that both academic achievement

and race were factorshigher achievement and being white were positively

related to e4loyment status.

Attempts to'predict wage rates were generally unsatisfactory, and

,there was reason to believe that wage rates do not depend on character-
..

istics.of the.individual other than sex (females were paid lower wages

than males)", It was found that higher wages were assoc.iated with lowered .

job-satisfaction.

4. The Fulfillment of,Pians and Aspirations

While there were numerous exceptions, the plans made by the respond

enea during high school tended to be realized during the period-of the

studY. Po'r example, 91% of those who had planned to attend a 4-Year

college were-in some fo of postsecondary school, as were about;.3/4 of
lh

.those who had planned to attend a 2-year college. Fifty-seven Oercent

of those who had planned to attend a"vocational-technical postseconda.ry

school went on to some farm of postsecondary educationk, 48% in vocational-
,

technical schools- In general, of those who planned postsecondary

educational aCtivities, academic graduates iftre'most ,likely to realize

their plans.

1 4
ik

I
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-Of those who planned full-time work, vocational graduates we e 1.4(ist ,

likely to real ze their plans. .Sixty-six percent of the vocaticma). -

5 . -

graduates who planned full-time work were either working full time, in

onr6le-job trailing.programs, or in apprenticeship programs, compared

to 38% of,the general graduates and 36% of the academic graduates.

Blacks&with postsecondary educational plans actualized them at

lower rates than whites. A similar pattern held,for employment. In

every category pot calling for furtHer education, proportionally more

blacks than whites were enrolled in school, agein reflecting the lgwet

tate of Plans actualization of ?lacks. Twenty-six percent of the blacks

!

who had planned to wak'full time were actually doing so, compared with
,

. 4r-b.-. , ,

42% of thNwhites. .. ,

An Asdary As

the
4

respondek

was underTeken to relate background characteristics of

to the realization/nonrealization of their plans Two

components.of these analyses,dealt with the realization/nonrealization

of planned school enrollment.' The first component, condUcted by tepwise

regression, indicated that those who planned postsecondary school enroll-

ment tended .to rea/ize their plans when they were characterized by high

aCademic ability, goOd high school grades, high parental educational

and whgn their projected educational levels were high-

4 ;
Vhile fakily income was a factor for blacks in the realization of enrorl-

ment galls (it was not for whites), race, per se, did not appedr to be .

a factor. The second componentef_analysis was derived from a path
4

analysis, and indicated that agreempt with best friend (e variable
. .

not included in the stepwise regression) was also,important. This

15
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4

analysis also indicat d that low achievers tended not to realize ateir

plans for enrollment.

Realization/nonrea izition.of plans for employment during the year

after high school were analYzed by stepwise regression. The results

,

indicated that planned full time employment was most often realized by

respondents characteri edby high academic ability, goOd high school

grades,.and ihe male s x. Ability andtgradesvere more strongly predictive

of realization of emplo ent plans for blacks than for whites. For whites,

but not for blacks, participttion in the high school vocational curriculum

was askociated with the realization of,plans for full-time employment.

Levels lof Plans and Aspirations

1

A eries of analyses were directed toward the examination of levels,,

sand ch nges in levels over time, of the respondents' general plans;

educat ional plans and aspirations, and vocation4.plans.

3b average level of eduCational aspirations of males (slightly more.

,

than t o years of postsecondary education) was slightly greater than

ilP

that o females (Who preferred siightly less than two years). The
.

. , '

aspirajtiousof blacks were slightly hidter than those of wiiites. Of the
i

: three curriculum groups, the educational aspirations of votational , -,

gradu tes were lowest. expected, the levels of educati nal plans and

'aspir tions, and of v'ocatiOhal'plans were all lower than V ey had been

while the respondents were in high school.

gressive prediction of the current level of educati nal aspirations

resul ed in an associktiOn between turrent aspiration lev 1 and the earlier

leve s of educational plans and aspirations, together with some effect due
I

1 6



to the level of parental educational expectation for the respondent.

The earlier educational plans orthe respondents predicted later'educ-
.

t _ _

atiopal aspirations better than earlier educational aspiraaons. The

ability measures obtained during "high school predicted.current educationa4

aspirations'better than they had predicted the same aspiration duking.high

school.

The leVel of educational plans during the First Followup was slightly

lower than the level of educational aspirations in each major subgroup

of the sample. The level of educational plans of blacks was indistingutsh-

able from that of whites. Parental educational expectations, and the

respondent's earlier educational plans and aspirations were the best

predictors of the current level of educational plans. A relatively weak

predictor, level of Latherts educaon, was.the strongest family character-

istic Cou d to4be associated with current level of educational plans.

I
.

High school characteristics were poor predicors..

..-
,Voc4tiona1 plans for males, it terms of planned occupational status,

\

were her than those of females; those of blacks wefe slightly higher

Jr*

than those of whites. Vocational plans of academic graduates were

markedly higher than those ofleneral graduates which, in turn, were

slightly higher.than those of vocational graduates. Parental educational

expectations for the respondents, and the resp

plans and aspirations were the beat predictors

vocational plans. Ability variables were also

dents' earlier vocational

f the current level of

ffective predictors., and

were more directly related to level of vocational plans than to educational

aspirations and plans. As for educatpnal plans, level of father.'s educa-

17
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tion was the most powerlfa fared variable ane,school characteristics
I

were unimportant gs nredictots o the level of vocational plans.

Chan es in Levels oi'ilans 'and As rations

Betwdefi high school and the ti df the Followup Survey a

-)
number of changes in levels of plan and aspir tions were' observed.

13

. .

Level of educational aspiratidns decl'ned overall, but declined /east

. =

for-academic'graduates.. Whites declin d more "an blacks and females

aeclined more than males'. Level of4edu, tiona\plans declined also,

but' Jess than dld aspirations. The Atte

that fOr eddcational aspirations, except t
, , ,

will. found. A race x sex

n ol decline wai similar to

at no curricular variation

,that black males tendedinteraction indica

to decline less than white males, while ther was no appreciable Facial

difference betweep fema.les..

The level of vocational plans, representer

occupation, decli#ed overall, but declined leas

The level for females declined markedly more lit

i

for white* slightly more than that for blacks*.

1

action was found 'which ind cated that the level

'mall vocational and general graduates increased

s status of planned

for academic graduatet.

for males, and that 4

A sex x curriculum inter-

of vocatinal plans for

whi that of academic

arand academic

duates declined

*. male graduates declined; among females, those of gen

graduates degin4d slightly, but that of vocational gr

'drastically.

Respondents Iiith high socioeconomic status backgrounds those receiving

more parental enCouragement, and those from schools inehighe socioeconorilic

neighborhoods wire least likely to undergo atchange in their educational

and Occupational decisions., The prediction of decision change was best

18
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'e
made by ability variables; other variables were weak, .Changes

general plans, educational plans, and educational aspiritiais were

found to-be associated with changing of schools during ttleIoilowup
, *

period, and to be associated with withdrawal from training programs

prior to completion.. Changes in level of vocational plans were

related to changes in field of study in school during thelcUrreht

period. The-redults of this analysis reiteraied the lower rates of

plans realization by blacks, compared to whites. Where plans were

not realized, the current activity tended to be at a lower level thatik

that ciriginally planned. Females tended to drop to rower levels than

"S.

males, and vocational graduates showed the least discrepancy. The.
.. .., .

analysis also detecred a sex' x race interaction which suggested that
.6 .

,

black males actualize their plans at much lower levels than white males,
1

witk little difference between levels of black and white females.

Dimensions of Postsecondary Activity

A laige number of variables were factor analyzed in order to describe

parsimoniously the Oatterns of postsecondary activities of the Class.

'Two such analyses were performed in order to establish both educational

and vocational dimensions of activity.

A total bf 8 dimensions of postaecondary educational activity were

found, but only two of these: Educational Ambition and School Peisistence
-

were-found in ll three curriculum groups.

,A total of 4 dimensions of postsecondary vocational activity were

found. Three of these, Wirk and Earnings, Steady ,Eai-ployment, and Job

Adjustment were found in similar form in all three nurrtCular groups.

19
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An attempt was made to predict the outcome aimonsions usiag base
. .

year yariables assopiated with levels of educational plans and aspirations,
I.

general plans and aspirations; and parental expectations. Among the
,

educational outcome factors; only Educational Ambition was well predicted
. . .

. .

for all three curriculuM groups.
.

Attompts c.to redict vocational outcome
. .

. ., '. 4 . '
.

. dimensionS were tuccess4 only for the factor Work an'd Earnings.

Pr edicting_1973 Outco es with'1972 Outcomes

The seaich for relevant criterion variables for future.activity con-,

'cludej with an examinat ion of the relationships between October 1972

. ,

outcome measures and October 1973.outcomes. Two 1972 variables were

found_to have strong rtlevance. for 1973 educational outcomes. These
t -

were school attndance shortly after high school graduation and level of
_.-

school attended in October 1972; hóth variables are predictively valid

for a wide Variety of later outcomes and ambitions.

Three occupational criterion variables were found:. hours worked

per week in 1972, amount-earned in 1972, and number-of weeks worked in

1972. These variables were predictively valid for similar variables

in October 1973,'and related negatively to educational activities.

Whether these short-term criteria faill apply as well in later years

remains to be examined in future NLS follow-up data.
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